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In the beginning

editing on an Amstrad before the internet

• no WYSIWYG

• no email exchanges 

• no online searches 

• no digital copies of anything



EEBO and a Digital Workbench

fantastically enabling but 

also problematic (and often used rather stupidly). 

The basis of our collating procedures (enhanced 
by digital photographs).

And a Digital Workbench.



page layout: text, textual notes, commentary



volume I, Plays 1670-1676

ed. by Elaine Hobby, Jacqueline Pearson, David McInnis

Introduction to the Edition (General Eds)

The Forc’d Marriage (1670), The Amorous Prince (1671) , The Dutch Lover 

(1673), Abdelazer (1676)

volume II, Plays 1676-1678

ed. by Claire Bowditch, Jennie Challinor, Elaine Hobby

The Town-Fopp (1676), The Counterfeit Bridegroom (1676), The 

Debauchee (1677), The Rover (1677), Sir Patient Fancy (1678)

volume III, Plays 1679-1681

ed. by Rachel Adcock, Claire Bowditch, Jennie Challinor, 

Elaine Hobby, Marcus Nevitt, Margarete Rubik

The Feign’d Curtizans (1679), The Revenge (1680), The Second Part of the 

Rover (1681) The Roundheads (1681), The Young King (c. 1681?)

volume IV, Plays 1682-1696

ed. by Rachel Adcock, Kate Aughterson, Claire Bowditch, 

Elaine Hobby, Alan Hogarth, Anita Pacheco, Margarete Rubik

The City-Heiress (1682), The Luckey Chance (1686), The Emperor of the 

Moon (1687), The Widdow Ranter (1690), The Younger Brother (1696)

volume V, Poetry ed. by Gillian Wright (inc. many dubia)

volume VI, ed. by Aleksondra Hultquist

Love-Letters between a Nobleman and his Sister (1684, 1685, 1687)

volume VII, Fiction inc. Translated Fiction

ed. by Ros Ballaster, Jennifer Batt, Line Cottegnies, Karen Gervirtz, 

Leah Orr, Paul Salzman, Helen Wilcox

La Montre, by Balthasar de Bonnecorse (1686), The Fair Jilt (1688), 

Oroonoko (1688), ‘Lycidus’, by Paul Tallemant (1688), Agnes de Castro, by J 

B de Brilhac (1688), The History of the Nun (1689), The Lucky Mistake

(1689), The Adventure of the Black Lady (1698), Memoirs of the Court of 

the King of Bantam (1698), The Nun; or, The Perjured Beauty (1698), The 

Wandering Beauty (1698?), The Unhappy Mistake; or, The Impious Vow 

Punish’d (1698?), The Unfortunate Bride; or, the Blind Lady a Beauty

(1698?), The Unfortunate Happy Lady (1698?), The Dumb Virgin; or, The 

Force of Imagination (1698?)

volume VIII, Letters, Non-Fiction Translations

ed. by Victoria Burke, Line Cottegnies, Mel Evans,

Anthony Ossa-Richardson

‘Seneca Unmasqued’, by François de La Rochefoucauld (1685), The History 

of Oracles, by Bernard de Fontenelle (1688), A Discovery of New Worlds, 

by Bernard de Fontenelle (1688), spying letters, letter to Abigail Waller, 16 

posthumously published letters inc. ‘Loveletters to a Gentleman’ (1696)



Digital photography

Princeton University Library Ex 3624.8.332 what we saw



Anne Brandon (see ODNB for her stormy life)

Princeton University Library Wiltshire Record Office



Behn’s Works

Secure Questionable
Drama 16 5
Letters 8 10
Fictional Prose 4 9
Poetry 67 51
Non-Fictional Prose 0 1
Translated Prose 5 3





The Posthumous Prose Fiction

Posthumous Publications: 

All The Histories and Novels 
Written by the Late 
Ingenious Mrs Behn 1698 
(third edition, for Samuel 
Briscoe):

• Court of the King of 
Bantam

• The Nun: or, the Perjured 
Beauty

• The Adventure of the 
Black Lady



The Posthumous Prose Fiction

Histories, Novels and 
Translation (1700, for Samuel 
Briscoe):

• The Unfortunate Bride (or The 
Blind Lady, a beauty)

• The Unfortunate Happy Lady

• The Dumb Virgin

• The Wandering Beauty

• The Unhappy Mistake



Digital Approaches to Authorial 
Style



From Evans (2018)



From Evans (2018)
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Behn’s Prose: Keywords

• Top 11 topic-related keywords when compared with contemporary prose:
• grate, besought, negroes, headsman, sack, eel, plantation, colony, toiled, murderer, devout

• 11 style-related keywords identified when compared with contemporary prose:
• Third-person pronouns (her, him, she, he, they)

• Conjunctions (and, or, when, while)

• Determiner (this)



Distant Reading through Keywords

Atalantis

Birnithea

BlackLady

Clitie

CourtSecret

CourtBantam

Eliana1

FairJilt

Fugitive

HistoryNun

Imposter
Incognita

InhumaneCardinal

LuckyMistake
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Oroonoko

PandionAndAmp
RevengefulMistressDumbVirgin

LuckyThrow

ChampionHonour

FairExtravagent

FrustratedIntentions

GenerousGallant

UnfortunateBride

UnhappyCouple

UnfortunateHappyLady

UnhappyMistake
WandringBeauty

WesternWonder
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